THE KING S ERTENDS
Queens House Octr 14th 1768.
lord chatham—The Duke of Grafton communicated to Me
Yesterday Your desire of Resigning the Privy Seal on account of
the continuation of Your ill State of Health; as You entered upon
that Employment in August 1766. at my own Requisition I think
I have a right to insist on Your remaining in my Service; for I
with pleasure look forward to the time of, Your recovery when
I may have Your assistance in resisting the torrent of Factions this
Country so much labours under, this thought is the more frequent
in my mind as the Lord Chancellor & the Duke of Grafton take
every opportunity to declare warmly to Me their desire of seeing
that. Therefore I again repeat it You must not think of retiring
but of doing that that may be most conducive to Your health,
& to seeing You take a public Share in my Affairs.
With his customary effusiveness Chatham replied to the effect
that he must resign.
Hayes Octobr ye I4th 1768.
sir—Penetrated with the high honour of Your Majesty's gracious
Commands, my Affliction is infinite to be constrained by absolute
necessity from Illness, to lay myself again at your Majesty's feet
for compassion, my Health is so broken, that I feel all Chance of
recovery will be entirely precluded by my continuing to hold the
Privy Seal, totally disabled, as I still am from assisting in your
Majesty's Councils. Under this load of this unhappiness, I will
not despair of your Majesty's pardon, while I again supplicate on
my knees your Majesty's Mercy, and most humbly implore your
Majesty's Royal permission to resign that high office.
Shou'd it please God to restore me to Health, every Moment
of my life will be at your Majesty's devotion, in the mean time,
the most gracious thought your Majesty deigns to express of my
recovery is my best Consolation.
I am, Sir, With all Submission and profound Veneration Your
Majesty's Most Dutifull and Devoted Servant
chatham.
So Chatham, whose value as a buttress of the Administration
even the King had overestimated, went. His place as Prime
Minister was very rightly given to Grafton, upon whom for
such a long rime had devolved the arduous duty of keeping
the. Ministry together. Shelburne, a none too loyal colleague,
resigned from the Southern Department of State, and was
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